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further Russian advances and to free England to deal with
Germany's 'Drang nach Osten'. It was received in England,
however, with great disapproval. Of those opposed to the
Convention, some alleged that it needlessly sacrificed British
interests. Others voiced their misgivings lest Persian opinion,
hitherto friendly to Great Britain, should be alienated. These
apprehensions were not unjustified, the ill-feeling which the
partition aroused in Persia being exploited to the fullest extent
by Germany during the Great War. Nevertheless, the Conven-
tion served its purpose, particularly in relieving pressure on
India and the Persian Gulf at a time when it was most needed. l
Early attempts at an Anglo-German understanding had
failed.2 Following, however, the Anglo-Russian Convention,
Great Britain turned to negotiations with Germany and with
Turkey on the question of the Baghdad Railroad which had
continued to grow in international importance. To Turkey,
consent to the increase in customs was held out in return for
concessions which would both safeguard and consolidate Eng-
land's acquired position in Turkish Arabia. To Germany,
Great Britain was willing to make concessions in order to
secure her original demands as stated by Lord Haldane to
Emperor William II at Windsor in November, igoy:3 the right
to construct and control the section of the Baghdad Railway
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